DRAFT

Meads Neighbourhood Panel

Meeting Held 7th December 2011

Present: Roy Peacock Chairman (RP), Jane Ekin-Wood Secretary (JE-W), Councillor Barry Taylor (BT), Michael Marchant (MM,) Glen Baxter Welkin Site Manager (GB), Andrew Keefe Brighton University (AK), Derek Scott (DS), Alan Carter (AC), Marie Linwood (ML), John Regan (JR), David Heath (DH), Stanley Wilson (SW), Sue Buswell (SB), Ian Oddy (IO), Ewen Summers (ES), Barry Ayres (BA), Terry Darrell (TD), Ian McKirgan (IM)  

Apologies: Councillor Nigel Goodyear, PC Keith Rockingham, PCSO Brian Burton, Michael Blackmur, Val Blaxland, Andrew Dakyns, Nick Chapman, Lionel Lacey-Johnson, Stephen Ekin-Wood, Katie Price, Terry Preston   

Minutes held of the meeting held on the 5th October 2011

These had been circulated previously and were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

2. Action on Main Issues

2.1 Brighton University

ES started by thanking AK for his part in ensuring that the wording on signs at the University with regards to the dropping of cigarette butts was changed. SB reported that noise coming from the University sites in Denton Road stopped after she had reported it to the duty Manager. AK made the suggestion that in future she rings the Security staff to ensure that it stops straight away. AK will clarify who residents should contact immediately when there is a noise issue. Regarding perceived noise from the Students Union Bar area, AK said that he contacted the staff at the Estates Office and Residential Halls and they said that they do try to manage the noise and if noise is reported they will intervene. If the bar is quiet then it is closed at 2200. He also confirmed that there is no agreement with the University to cease noise at 22.30. GB agreed that Security will pay extra attention to noise on the site after 22.30.

MM told the meeting that three students had been given fixed penalty notices for causing noise in the Town. RP reported that Kevin Mannall had said at a recent Town Panel meeting that Brighton University students had been wrongly blamed for anti-social incidents that had occurred in Elms Avenue and Trinity Place.

AK informed the meeting that following on from issues raised at the last meeting in October regarding disabled parking at the Sports Centre in Denton Road, Brighton University are to appoint a Warden to manage parking areas at their sites. JK reported that on the way in to the meeting he noticed that three quarters of the disabled spaces were occupied by vehicles without a blue badge. 

Members were pleased to hear that this year some students attended the service held annually at the Memorial Arch in Carlisle Road on the 11th November at 11am. GB said that he will put up a notice next year informing all students about it so that they have the opportunity to attend.

RP thanked the University for use of rooms during the year and asked AK if he could arrange  for next year’s meetings. He went on to thank PC Lisa Cousins for all the hard work that she has put in regarding students and congratulated her for establishing such a good rapport with them. Lisa now has responsibility for another area of Eastbourne.

2.2 Traffic – speeding and parking. (Pavements/Verges)

RP had not received any reports from the Police regarding speeding in Meads although there had been Police observations in Silverdale Road, Meads Road and St Johns Road. RP said there were plans outlined in a Crime Reduction Magazine to use volunteers from the community for speed checks, but MM said that this was subject to training being given. RP would raise the matter at the next District Panel meeting.







     ACTION : RP  

With regard to parking on grass verges and pavements, the Police have to see an offending vehicle move on or off either in order to take action. RP said that the latest information he has is that NSL could be used to enforce this if a new local borough bye-law forbid such parking. DH mentioned the this form of parking and the damage caused to the verges around Moira House School. 
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IM reported the enormous amount of damage caused at the corner of Grassington Road and Meads Road by contractors. MM said that if such cases were reported to the Highways Department contractors could be made to repair the damage.

SB and IO reported difficulties in getting hold of NSL after 18.00 but RP said that he understood wardens do work later than that and should be contactable. He undertook to clarify the position.

(Secs Note : RP has learnt that NSL are obliged to enforce parking up to 2200 at least once a week).

3.  Up-date on other issues already raised

3.1 Cycling on pavements including the promenade

MM reported that with regard to cycling on the promenade, one person has been prosecuted with another two about to go to court. There has been a problem with skateboarders at the bandstand, one of whom attacked MM when challenged. A lot of metal signs relating to cycling prohibitions have been stolen.

RP and BT attended a meeting regarding the cycle track and work should start in March, with the pavement outside St Bedes School being widened. Where chevron markings are in place for car parking an option of a white line is being considered so that car bonnets will not protrude over the pavement. RP reported that the area had been risk assessed and deemed satisfactory against present plans and would be repeated should any changes being considered be introduced. 

There was a brief discussion about cycling on pavements in general. It was noted that the Police had previously been reluctant to intervene but the meeting agreed that it was not in their interests to ignore the problem. RP would raise at the next District Panel meeting.

         ACTION : RP

3.2 Overgrown shrubs, hedges & trees

RP reported that work on land owned by the Council in Naomi Close had now been completed as had overgrowth into Meads Road and thanked TD for his efforts with regard to this.

(Secs Note : RP has since thanked Gareth Williams and learnt that Naomi Close had been reinstated on the Council's list for regular attention)

3.3 Helen Garden and St Bedes Lighting

RP stated that the lighting problems at St Bedes School had been resolved and that this will now be dropped from the agenda. 

The revenue from the miniature golf had increased since the hedge was removed and that following a meeting with EBC officers Annie Wills and Paul Marsden, improvement work will be undertaken to the Pavilion at Helen Garden including improved signage for the disabled toilet, and refurbishment of the toilets, bowlers room and the shop and possibly a ramp after consideration. The thatched roof on the Pavilion is leaking badly and repair is currently estimated at some £60-70,000. Someone who contacted the MCA with a view to getting involved was directed to Annie Wills. All options are being looked at for the roof including using tiles instead of thatch.

3.4 Dog Fouling.

MM pointed out that ordinary litter bins can be used for dog bags, as well as the designated bins.

3.5 State of pavements & roads. 

IO raised the subject of poor levels of repair to potholes, and JR complained that the Council Higjways use the white lines around the potholes as an excuse not to repair them quickly. BT said that he has raised this issue with the ESCC and MM said that often a quick repair is done which doesn’t last. The problem of tree roots causing damage to the pavements was discussed and BT said that Elm tree roots are protected. RP has had a report from one lady who fell and broke her wrist in Southfields Road.

(Secs Note : Members and residents are encouraged to report road and pavement damage on the telephone number and/or email and/or internet web-site on the Panel's Important Telephone Numbers List.
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3.6 Paradise Wood

RP stated that the situation regarding the cycle trails remains the same with nothing new to report. MM has had a report that a motorised dirt track bike has been used on the cycle trails and this is being investigated.

4.  Identification of other issues

4.1 Eastbourne Local Development Framework (LDF): Consultation on the draft.

      Eastbourne Park Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).

RP said that he would be attending a meeting to discuss the SPD document and that he had been advised that some of the Meads Ward Green Spaces he had provided on request, are privately owned.

4.2 All Saints Public Garden

It was noted that this garden is on the Protected Parks list and that some replanting was to be done.

4.3 Old Wish Road

The meeting noted that as requested at the October meeting, RP had written to ESCC after contacting EBC covering points provided by members on this matter, He thanked members for their contributions.

4.4 AOB.

IM raised the point that the Council is involved in plenty of consultation at present over issues concerning the community but that we are not informed about the public response. The Council may say that an item has been approved but the public is not made aware of what any objections may have been. RP and BT advised that the public can go to the Borough Council’s offices and ask to look at the records there.

RP had asked at the last meeting if residents knew of any areas that needed cleaning up; MM expressed some concerns about the alley next to Dolphin Court which is shared ownership with others of adjacent properties including the Pilot pub. He will look into this further.          ACTION : MM

5. Agreement on up to Three Priority issues for the Police

Brighton University, Traffic Issues and Cycling on Pavements were agreed.

RP would advise the NPT Inspector at the next District Panel meeting as for the first time, there was not police representation at the meeting.






         ACTION : RP

6. Meads Ward NP Website

RP continues to keep this site up to date.

7. District Panel Meeting.

The next meeting is on the 12th December 2011

8. Panel Membership, (Residents, Police, Brighton University, Councillors, Council Officers and other bodies that might be co-opted.)

ML expressed some concerns over the change of personnel and absence of Police representation.

9. Frequency of Meetings and Dates.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday the 8th February 2012 in Room G41, Hillbrow, Denton Road. 

The meeting closed at 21.20.

